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This is the first biography of the late Bernie Grant, MP for Tottenham, known to all as ‘Bernie’. 
Written by his father, a headteacher and lifelong educator, it honours a final request from Bernie to 
tell his story. 

The biography features family stories and amusing anecdotes and highlights Bernie’s early life 
growing up in Guyana and his emigration to Britain in the 1960s. The book describes his personal 
beliefs, family history, influences and political awakenings. It charts his rise as a trades unionist, 
campaigner, councillor and ‘People’s Champion’ to become one of the first Black MPs in the UK. The 
biography ends with Bernie’s fight against illness, his untimely death and his ceremonial funeral. 

The book includes the tributes to Bernie from the Prime Minister, Tony Blair, his Parliamentary 
colleagues, the Rev. Jesse Jackson, Caribbean politicians, the Press and his constituents. It also 
includes his famous 1993 ‘Reparations or Bust’ speech which is still relevant today. This book will be 
enjoyed by all who read it. 

‘This is a story of a father’s pride in the unparalleled achievement of his son who changed the face of 
British politics forever’ - Dr Kurt Barling, broadcaster and writer. 

 
Fully illustrated trade paperback with over 60 photographs, 28 in colour, 253 pages 
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